
Refugee/Migrant-Centred Community 
Organisations in Cork County 
 

1. Sanctuary Runners 

 

Bio 
 The Sanctuary Runners brings Irish residents, asylum seekers and refugees together through running 

fostering friendship, solidarity, awareness and respect. 

Services/Events/Activities 
A running Group that provides running shoes, kit and a running partner so that partners can train 

together once a week. 

Primarily Work With… 
The Direct Provision Centres at Kinsale Road, Ashbourne House, Glenvera, Mallow and Millstreet 

mainly and with the emergency accommodation centre in Macroom. 

Email 
info@sanctuaryrunners.ie 

Other Information 
There are Sanctuary Runner groups all over Ireland, but the Cork Group runs in Ballincollig Regional 

Park every Saturday at 09:00, those involved will be wearing a blue t-shirt. 

Website 
https://sanctuaryrunners.ie/how-we-work/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Runners and donations of good quality used or new running gear are always welcome with the best 

quality gear going to runners in Direct Provision. Sponsorship is also welcome as the group does not 

fundraise, the aim is "solidarity rather than charity". 

 



2. BetterTogether Cork 

 

Bio 
BetterTogether is a local charity that works to empower women who are seeking asylum in Cork City 

and County. BetterTogether has been working directly with women living in direct provision since 

2016. 

Services/Events/Activities 
It provides social and educational events such as guided Yoga (see Himalaya Yoga Valley Centre), 

weekly dance classes in Mallow, upskilling and employability workshops, seasonal outings for 

families, and summer camps for children. Links to UCC University of Sanctuary and Cork City of 

Sanctuary. 

Primarily Work With… 
Women and children in Direct Provision, in Kinsale Road, Ashbourne and Davis Lane 

Email 
bettertogethercork@gmail.com 

Other Information 
See the site for information on how to get involved, the work Better Together has done in the past 

and an explanation of the Direct Provision system for those looking to learn. 

Website 
https://bettertogethercork.com/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
General volunteers are welcome to help with any of the listed events, dance teachers are needed in 

Mallow and donations, fundraisers or donations of supplies for the summer camp are also greatly 

appreciated. 

 



3. The Lantern Project Cork 

  

 

Bio 
“A place of welcome where people, no matter what their background, race, age, gender can feel at 

home and voice their hopes in working for a better world.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
A community organisation run by the Presentation Sisters that aims to support and educate the 

community and promote inclusion 

Primarily Work With… 
"people, no matter what their background, race, age, gender can feel at home" 

Phone 
086 174 6374 

Email 
lanternproject@nanonagleplace.ie 

Address 
Nano Nagle Place, Evergreen Street, Cork 111 

Other Information 
The Centre runs many fundraising events with choral performances, craft fairs, food and more 

raising funds for organisations all over Cork 

Website 
https://m.facebook.com/thelanternprojectcork/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Volunteers are welcome for any of the listed fundraising, social or educational events: producing 

crafts, food or providing educational programs (including music tutors). The Project also works 

closely with Meitheal Mara. 

https://m.facebook.com/thelanternprojectcork/


 

4. Brij 

   

 

 

Bio  
“Brij is a community-based group of volunteers, including asylum seekers, who work with people 

living in Direct Provision Centres in Cork. BRIJ aims to support friendship, mutual understanding, and 

integration by bridging the gap between those living in Direct Provision and the broader 

community.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
Activities include homework support, art classes, sports initiatives, and arranging transport. We also 

organise social events, theatre trips, cineclub, coffee mornings, food sharing, intercultural 

gatherings, and fundraisers. 

Primarily Work With… 
People living in Direct Provision in Cork City and County 

Email 
brijcork@gmail.com 

Other Information 
Brij works closely with Wallaroo playschool which is also included here. 

Website 
Currently under construction 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Brij welcomes new volunteers, particularly those who can support people as they transition into the 

community. All volunteers are Garda vetted. 

 



5. Community Support Resources 

  

 

Bio 
Community Support Resources is an initiative based in Cork, Ireland, which provides support and 

assistance to local non-profit groups in relation to their creative community programmes. Based on a 

profound belief in the importance of social inclusion, and of personal empowerment through 

creativity and skill-building, this unique initiative recognises and supports the work of local, people-

focused, not-for-profit organisations. They currently support and champion creative, constructive 

programmes for people living with mental health issues, and for people stuck in the limbo of the 

Direct Provision. 

Services/Events/Activities 
CSR provide a range of support resources for local social and community programmes helping 

people in difficulty, increasing profile and awareness of partner organisations and the work they do 

as well as identifying and sharing connections which will support and assist community groups and 

organisations in their goals. 

Primarily Work With… 
Social and community programmes, especially those relating to mental health support and 

supporting people in Direct Provision. 

Email 
csr@fitzgeraldactuarial.ie 

Other Information 
Community Support Resources is the CSR programme of Fitzgerald Actuarial Limited. 

Website 
https://www.facebook.com/CSRCork 

How to Support/Volunteer 
If you know of a local organisation that would benefit from the resources that CSR have to offer 

contact them through the email address provided. 

 



6. Cork City of Sanctuary 

  

 

Bio 
Cork City of Sanctuary is part of a network of groups which promote the integration, inclusion and 

welfare of refugees, asylum seekers and vulnerable migrants, by encouraging society to make a 

practical commitment to becoming places of welcome and safety. 

Services/Events/Activities 
The City of Sanctuary and the Places of Sanctuary Ireland Network make practical moves towards the 

inclusion of refugees, asylum seekers and vulnerable migrants. Past achievements include the 

creation of the Sanctuary Scholar third level education grant for refugees and asylum seekers. 

Primarily Work With… 
Those who support migrants or people of migrant origin (city agencies, organisations, community 

groups, community representatives) 

Email 
cityofsanctuarycork@gmail.com 

Other Information 
A subgroup has been included in this list. Read on to learn how these subgroups function. 

Website 
https://cork.cityofsanctuary.org/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Membership or ideas for new subgroups are welcome, the head of each sub-group's contact details 

can be found here: https://cork.cityofsanctuary.org/getinvolved 

 

7. Asylum Seekers Outreach Project (ASOS) 

  

 

Bio 
ASOS project delivers an outreach service for asylum seekers-residents in direct provision centres, in 

Cork City and region, since 2005. 

https://cork.cityofsanctuary.org/getinvolved


Services/Events/Activities 
The support given by the community outreach worker consists of 

•         Face-to-face confidential meeting followed up by referral to appropriate support organisation or 

agency (in order to avoid duplication) 

•         Advocacy (in cases whereby the service user is not prepared to interact with the specific service 

due to lack of English language proficiency, literacy skills or lack of understanding of Irish system, 

mental health issues or other medical conditions, etc.) 

•         Training delivery, in order to equip ASOS service-users with knowledge and skills that will raise 

their self-esteem and, consequently, enable them to become self-advocates 

•         Collaborative approach aiming at influencing policies or practices which block the equal access 

of asylum seekers to public services, in Cork. 

•         Delivery of information sessions on understanding the International Protection process, the 

terminology involved and how to become pro-active in individual application process (in plain 

language). 

•         Ensuring that the service user enjoys equal access to health care and other public services in 

Ireland. 

•         Planning, implementing and monitoring projects and activities that will enhance the health and 

well-being of service users. 

Primarily Work With… 

The service operates in the Cork region and extends to inhabitants of the following Direct Provision 

Centres: KRAC, Glenvera, Ashbourne House (Glounthaune), Davis Lane Apt. (Mallow), Riverside Park 

Hotel (Macroom).  

Phone 
087 098 8614 

Email 
Sorina.gabor@hse.ie 

Other Information 
The service is confidential, non-judgemental, and free of charge. Appointments can be made (via 

email or text message) or during the outreach clinics. 

mailto:Sorina.gabor@hse.ie


 

8. Fáilte Refugees Society, UCC 

  

 

Bio 
“We're a UCC society dedicated to welcoming refugees and asylum seekers to UCC, Cork and Ireland, 

working on ensuring understanding, solidarity and basic human rights in our communities. We work 

with local initiatives like the Cork Migrant Centre, BetterTogether, The Glucksman Art Gallery as well 

as many clubs and societies in UCC to fulfil these aims.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
Fundraise, raise awareness, participate and organise an annual conference with organisations from 

all over Ireland and work closely with those organising Direct Provision parties (Better Together 

Cork, Himalaya Yoga Centre, and the Migrant Centre, among others) as well as other organisations. 

The society also manages student volunteers. 

Primarily Work With… 
Fáilte Refugees works mainly with the Cork City area, however members do go to all of the Cork 

centres for the annual Direct Provision Parties and for occasional events in conjunction with other 

groups. 

Email 
failterefugees@uccsocieties.ie 

Address 
Societies Hub, Windle Building, Main Campus, UCC 

Other Information 
The society helps student volunteers find opportunities and also helps with events hosted by the 

Glucksman Gallery, Migrant Centre and Direct Provision parties. The society’s Instagram is the best 

way to stay informed about their events. 

Website 
https://www.facebook.com/failterefugeesucc/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Make Contact through the Facebook page, Instagram or email if you would like to collaborate with 

the Society, have an idea for an event, need volunteers, or simply want to know more. Currently, 

only UCC students may volunteer with Fáilte Refugees. 



 

9. Clowns without Borders Ireland 

  

 

Bio 
Clowns without Borders Ireland is a registered charity which offers performances and workshops in 

Direct Provision centres in Ireland and to refugee camps internationally. A tour of the Greek island 

camps is planned in 2020. Circus performers, clowns, street performers, actors and musicians from 

Ireland offer their skills, humour and time on a voluntary basis to perform professional shows, teach 

skills and bring laughter to children and their communities in crisis around the world. 

Services/Events/Activities 
CWB’s projects span music, theatre, dance, entertainment and comedy from Lesotho to Irish Direct 

Provision centres. CWB has provided entertainment for Direct Provision Parties all over Ireland. 

Primarily Work With… 
CWB works regularly with the Millstreet, Clonakilty and Glounthaune Direct Provision Centres but 

works with Direct Provision Centres nationally. 

Email 

CWBcork@gmail.com 

Other Information 
Since 2006 CWB Ireland has undertaken projects abroad in Nepal, Lesotho, Uganda, Palestine/Israel, 

Somalia, South Africa, Rwanda, Jordan and Kosovo. In Ireland projects take place in Direct Provision 

accommodation centres for asylum seekers and refugees. 

Website 
www.cwbireland.com 

How to Support/Volunteer 
All our performers, facilitators and office team are volunteers and we are always happy for new 

people to join. We have a Cork branch reachable at the email listed. 

 

mailto:CWBcork@gmail.com


10. Schools of Sanctuary North Cork 

  

 

Bio 

We are the North Cork subgroup of the primary and secondary education group in Cork City of 

Sanctuary Movement. The Cork City of Sanctuary movement made its first steps in June 2017 and 

since that time has moved from working group stage to having a series of subgroups (8 in total) who 

are at various stages of implementing plans that will contribute to Cork becoming a city of sanctuary. 

As a subgroup we are focusing on how we can make an impact at primary and secondary school 

levels. As a first project we are piloting the School of Sanctuary model which has been very 

successful in the UK and Northern Ireland. 

Services/Events/Activities 
The various groups implement plans in the Primary and Secondary schools of North Cork that will 

contribute to Cork becoming a City of Sanctuary. 

Primarily Work With… 
Primary and Secondary schools of North Cork 

Email 
corklifecentre@gmail.com 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Volunteers are always welcome and can get in touch at the email above. 

11. New Communities Partnership 

  

 

Bio 
New Communities Partnership (NCP) is a national network of more than 150 migrant- and ethnic 

minority-led organisations. The mission of NCP is to be an effective network, representing and 

empowering ethnic minority-led groups, at all levels, in order to influence positive change in policies 

that impact on their lives. 

Services/Events/Activities 
The NCP acts as a network, members can easily find like-minded organisations all over Ireland, stay 

up to date about relevant news, and the NCP itself campaigns in support of those who make up its 

ranks. The NCP also provides guidance to asylum seekers and migrants around citizenship and 

mailto:corklifecentre@gmail.com


naturalisation applications (see dedicated phone line) as well as training its members, public sector 

staff such as doctors, nurses, social workers, and teachers who work with families from different 

cultural backgrounds and community leaders in the area of diverse families and child protection 

awareness. The NCP also has a free Migrant Access Programme which offers free training and 

employment advice. 

Primarily Work With… 
Migrant or minority-led organisations around Ireland 

Phone 
General inquiries: (01) 872 7842 

To ask about citizenship and naturalisation applications: (01) 535 7238 

Email 
ncpcork@gmail.com 

Address 
107 Shandon St, Gurranabraher, Cork, T23 KW86 

Other Information 
The address listed here is the Cork Office, but offices exist all over Ireland.  

Website 
https://www.newcommunities.ie/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
If you would like to volunteer as an individual: NCP publishes details of all opportunities on its 

website’s homepage or you can become an individual member to support the NCP. 

If you represent an organisation: https://www.newcommunities.ie/members/membership.html 

 

12. Universities of Sanctuary UCC 

  

 

Bio 
UCC has been declared a “University of Sanctuary”, and aims to help refugees and asylum seekers 

overcome the financial and cultural constraints they face in attaining a third-level education. Within 

this they offer scholarships to asylum seekers and refugees. 

Services/Events/Activities 
The University of Sanctuary status awarded to UCC represents years of instilling a culture that 

celebrates diversity. In terms of opportunities, UCC awards several Sanctuary Scholarships to school 

leavers and Adults Continuing Education who are refugees or asylum seekers in Ireland. Refugee 

https://www.newcommunities.ie/
https://www.newcommunities.ie/members/membership.html


Week every year also allows UCC to host a conference as well as numerous other advocacy events 

which are all open to the public. 

Primarily Work With… 
Refugee or asylum seeker school leavers or Adults Continuing Education 

Phone 

The Equality, Inclusion and Diversity Unit of UCC: +353 (21) 490 1825 

Email 
The Equality, Inclusion and Diversity Unit of UCC: EDIunit@ucc.ie 

Address 
University College Cork 

Other Information 
Events taking place for Refugee Week are published online every year, all events are open to the 

public and free. 

Website 
https://www.ucc.ie/en/edi/universityofsanctuary/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
If you have any suggestions of how UCC can better accommodate refugees and asylum seekers feel 

free to contact the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Unit. 

 

13. Himalaya Yoga Valley Centre 

  

 

Bio 
All our team get great satisfaction from helping others through yoga and making a difference in the 

local community. Part of the tradition of yoga in India is to give back which is called Seva so giving 

back to the community here in Cork is in line with our lineage and company values. 

Services/Events/Activities 
The Centre holds donation-based outdoor yoga classes for fundraising and a separate yoga, knitting 

and Social & Support Group for women in Direct Provision (see BetterTogether Cork) as well as the 

collection of Christmas gifts for children in Direct Provision. 

Primarily Work With… 
The Social Group is for women in Direct Provision and their children, all are welcome to the 

fundraising classes. 

Phone 
+353 21 427 9696 

tel:+353%20(21)%20490%201825
mailto:EDIunit@ucc.ie
https://www.ucc.ie/en/edi/universityofsanctuary/
tel:+353-21-427-9696


Email 
info@yogacorkireland.com 

Address 
Penrose Wharf Unit 34, Penrose Quay, Cork 

Other Information 
the fundraising events in aid of Pieta House and Cork Simon run Saturdays in Fitzgerald's Park 

(10:00-11:15) and Regional Park Ballincollig (10:15-11:30) June to September. 

Website 
https://yogacorkireland.com/our-community-work/ 

 

14. Meitheal Mara 

  

 

Bio 
Founded in 1993, Meitheal Mara is a community boatyard in the heart of Cork City, 

a registered charity and training centre. 

Services/Events/Activities 
Meitheal Mara is a community boatyard in Cork City, a registered charity and training centre: it 

provides boatbuilding classes, some specifically for refugees and asylum seekers as well as other 

groups. They also provide community employment and training towards recognised qualifications. 

Primarily Work With… 
All individuals, some activities are specifically for migrants and others specifically for early school 

leavers and homeless youth (15+). 

Phone 
+353 21 4316813 

Email 
office[@]meithealmara.ie 

mailto:info@yogacorkireland.com
tel:+353%2021%204316813
mailto:office@meithealmara.ie


Address 
Meitheal Mara, Crosses Green House, Crosses Green, Cork City, T12 HF38 

Other Information 
Meitheal Mara provides QQI recognised certifications and participates in maritime competitions as 

well as fundraising events. 

Website 
http://meithealmara.ie/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Meitheal Mara are always on the lookout for people with on the water skills, people skills, face 

painters, social media experts, photographers, videographers et cetera. If you fit into any of these 

categories register your interest through the website (Events>Volunteering). Paid vacancies are also 

published on the website. 

 

15. Cork Kerry Resettlement Initiative 

  

 

Bio 
 Áit shábháilte (Safe Place) – an Innovative and Community Orientated Multi-Tiered Approach to 

meeting the health and psychosocial needs of refugee families in Cork and Kerry. It is a 

multidisciplinary project, developed and led by Social Inclusion. It is in partnership with NASC, 

Ireland (Cork), Tralee International Resource Centre (TIRC) and a research partnership with UCC. 

It was created following the initial resettlement of families in 2016 through the Irish Refugee 

Protection Programme, where it was identified that a new framework of community supports and 

interventions was required for meeting the specific needs of these families. 

http://meithealmara.ie/


Services/Activities 
• One to one supports in accessing health services and navigating health systems.  

• Community interventions to enhance health and wellbeing.  

• Support frontline professionals to meet needs of families.  

• Training for statutory and non-statutory groups.  

• To be a resource of information and support. 

Primarily Work With… 
Syrian/Iraqi Programme Refugee families coming through the Irish Refugee Protection Programme. 

Cover the whole of Cork City and County. I have an equivalent in Kerry. 

Website 
https://corkkerryresettlement.com/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Volunteers may express an interest and be matched to suitable projects as they arise. 

16. Fáilte Isteach 

  

 

Bio 
The organisation aims to both welcome migrants and give them the skills they need to successfully 

integrate. This is done through conversational English classes, especially with older volunteer tutors 

around Ireland. Fáilte Isteach has now grown to 127 groups with over 1,200 volunteer tutors who 

support the integration of 3,200 migrant students by delivering over 72,000 hours of free tuition 

annually. 

Services/Events/Activities 
Fáilte Isteach holds conversational English classes, often with older volunteer tutors around Ireland. 

Primarily Work With… 
All migrants within range of a Fáilte Isteach Group 

Phone 
Each group has a different contact number, see the website for the phone number of each specific 

group. 

Email 
For groups in Cork City Only: info@nanonagleplace.ie 

For Cork groups outside Cork City: donna@wcdp.ie 

Address 
Each group has a separate address, see website for each 

https://corkkerryresettlement.com/
mailto:info@nanonagleplace.ie
mailto:donna@wcdp.ie


Other Information 
Only Cork locations are mentioned here, but Fáilte Isteach has groups all over Ireland. Fáilte Isteach 

is a community project by Third Age, an organisation which allows older people to contribute to 

society after employment. 

Website 
http://www.thirdageireland.ie/failte-isteach/locations 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Volunteers may get involved by becoming tutors or, if there is not already a Fáilte Isteach class active 

in their area, establishing a new class. The Get Involved section of the website provides information 

about how to achieve this and materials to get started. 

 

17. Respond Support Resettlement Services 

  

 

Bio 
Dedicated Resettlement Support Workers and Intercultural Workers have been appointed to act as 

the central point of contact for both statutory and non-statutory agencies and the families. The role 

of Resettlement Support Workers is to provide support to ensure that all individuals and families feel 

able to participate in community life through accessing local services, and to support and empower 

families to live independently. 

Services/Events/Activities 
Related services include interpreting, translation, English language training and community 

socialisation programmes as well as  

Primarily Work With… 
UNHCR Refugees (families and children who have been forced to leave their homes due to war or 

conflict). 

Phone 
01 8832551 

Email 
info@respondsupport.ie 

Address 
John's College, The Folly, Waterford, X91 V090 



Other Information 
Currently, the service is mostly active in Kilkenny and Longford to accommodate the Syrian refugees 

there, however Respond also provides day care for older people and other community services in 

Blackpool as well as a homework club in Charleville. See the website for full details. 

Website 
https://respondsupport.ie/refugee-resettlement-services/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
All vacancies are paid and published on the website. Most, but not all, positions are related to early 

years childcare, homework clubs or translation, interpreting and intercultural work. 

 

18. Nasc 

  

 

Bio 
Nasc, the Irish word for ‘link’, empowers migrants to realise and fulfil their rights. Nasc works with 

migrants and refugees to advocate and lead for change within Ireland’s immigration and protection 

systems, to ensure fairness, access to justice and the protection of human rights. Our goal is to 

realise the rights of all migrants and refugees within Irish society. 

Services/Events/Activities 
NASC is non-governmental organization that provides advice on immigration issues, directs migrants 

to other resources and runs several projects such as the Gateway to Employment Refugee Women's 

Project, Cork Migrant Youth Project (for education and healthcare for 14-23s) and a racism reporting 

mechanism (victims or witnesses). 

Primarily Work With… 
The centre and its services are available to all migrants and refugees regardless of status, the service 

is free.  



Phone 
021 427 3594 

Email 
reception@nascireland.org 

Address 
34 Paul Street, Cork, T12 W14H 

Other Information 
The Centre can also provide Community Sponsorship to help communities accommodate new 

arrivals. Information about current projects is available on the What We Do section of the website 

listed. Many migrants visit Nasc to find family members they were separated from. In 2017 Nasc 

reunited 57 families. 

Website 
https://nascireland.org/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
There are many ways to help. The Centre will help organise fundraisers and posts information about 

its projects, current political issues and how volunteers can get involved in the Support Us section of 

the website listed here. 

 

19. Love and Care for People 

  

 

Bio 
“Everyone, no matter their age or social background wants to be happy. We all want to feel safe and 

accepted in our homes and communities, to be loved and cared for… this is our goal! Love and Care 



for People (LCP) in Irish “Grá Agus Curam do Dhaoine” is an independent, non-governmental and 

non-profit organisation established in 2004. LCP works to bring hope, and provides information, 

education, emotional and social support among other services to women, children, young people 

and families from different cultures and nationalities who are survivors, affected or at risk of abuse 

including family violence, domestic abuse, discrimination and other social exclusion. LCP serves as a 

voice for those who feel voiceless and we advocate for the rights of the oppressed. LCP plays a major 

role in supporting women from diverse nationalities, their descendants and other ethnic minority 

communities in overcoming hardship and promoting their active participation in society.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
• Education and Skills Acquisition Training  

• Healing programmes  

• Counselling and Emotional Support  

• Information Provision and Referral Services  

• Advocacy and Raising Awareness Health and Wellbeing Programmes  

• Personal Development Programmes  

• One-to-One support  

• Journey 2 Self Recovery  

• Court Accompaniment  

• Support Groups  

• Engaging in Decision making (using our voices)  

• Joining networks and making connections  

• Engaging Boys and Men  

• Services for Youths and Children  

• Cultural Awareness Programmes  

• Social and Economic Empowerment Programmes (Learn, Earn and Save) 

• Co-Working Space LCP set-up “Our Space” the first Social Enterprise which is a non-profit 

Coworking and Event Space in Cork based on the principles of volunteering and sharing 

economy. Our Space is an inclusive and collaborative space for local and international 

professionals as well as creative thinkers and change-makers, who inspire a positive impact 

on society through self-expression, education, and innovation. 

• LCP operates a Youth club in Cork city at the OLA Convent Ardfoyle, Ballintemple, and Cork 

city on Saturday morning from 11am. 

Primarily Work With… 
Young people and women from different cultures and nationalities who are survivors, affected or at 

risk of abuse (sexual, physical, physiological and emotional), poverty and other social exclusion). 

They work with migrants housed in Drishane Castle Direct Provision Centre. 

Phone 
+353-87-3873256 

Email 
info@loveandcareforpeople.eu 

Other Information 
LCP is an independent, non-governmental and non-profit organization. 



Website 
 www.loveandcareforpeople.eu 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Volunteers are welcome to get in contact through any of the contact points listed here or the 

Facebook page.  

 

20. Ceangal Enactus 

  

 

Bio 
“Ceangal is a project dedicated to empowering Refugees and Asylum Seekers through employment. 

We host workshops to help with their CV and Interview skills. We also try to connect Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers with local Cork businesses to improve and speed up their likelihood of gaining 

employment.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
They aid refugees in securing employment through CV writing, interview preparation, presentation, 

scholarship possibilities and communication standards expected by companies.  They also provide 

connections to local firms looking to hire.  

Primarily Work With… 
 Refugees and Asylum Seekers looking for employment from all Direct Provision centres in the Cork 

City Area, and local businesses. 

Address 
University College Cork 

Other Information 
“Work is an effective way of integrating into a community. However, employers are unsure of the 

value asylum seekers can offer to their firms, and a proportion of the Irish population are unsure of 

how to welcome them. Consequently, asylum seekers experience great difficulty in finding 

employment and, thus, assimilating into Irish society.” 

Websites 
https://ie.linkedin.com/in/ceangal-enactus-5172b9197 

https://ie.linkedin.com/in/ceangal-enactus-5172b9197


https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Society---Culture-Website/Ceangal-Enactus-UCC-

737882069910328/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Currently only UCC students can become members of Ceangal and must become members of 

Enactus. Meetings are held in the Creative Zone of Boole Library every Monday at 18:00. 

 

21. Cork Migrant Centre 

  

 

Bio 
“The Cork Migrant Centre provides free, confidential, accurate and up-to-date information on 

immigration issues and access to services. Our aim is to support all immigrants, with special focus on 

the empowerment of immigrants at risk of poverty, social exclusion, exploitation and 

discrimination.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
The Centre supports all migrants: providing facilities to organisations, information on immigration 

services, training, Mothers' Coffee Mornings (with facilities for babies/toddlers), Visual Arts and Hip-

Hop programmes for young migrants in Direct Provision. 

Primarily Work With… 
All migrants, immigrants, asylum seekers and their families. 

Phone 
086 824 6087 

Email 
corkmigrantcentre@gmail.com 

Address 
Nano Nagle Place, Evergreen Street, Cork 111 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Society---Culture-Website/Ceangal-Enactus-UCC-737882069910328/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Society---Culture-Website/Ceangal-Enactus-UCC-737882069910328/


Other Information 
The drop-in centre serves all migrants including the undocumented, relatives of migrants, 

international students and working migrants in English, Polish, Russian, Spanish and Czech. 

Website 
https://corkmigrantcentre.ie/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
If any of the events listed here or online fall within your skillset do not hesitate to get in contact. 

Translators, interpreters and people willing to help with events are always welcome. 

22. Macroom Friends of Asylum Seekers 

  

 

Bio 
A safe space for Macroom locals and asylum seekers to connect with each other. 

Services/Events/Activities 
A safe space and network for Macroom locals and asylum seekers to connect with each other. This 

network allows the locals to interact and organise events with those in the nearby Direct Provision 

Centre and respond to ad hoc needs. 

Primarily Work With… 
The asylum seekers in Macroom Direct Provision Centre 

Other Information 
Macroom often hosts a Direct Provision Christmas party, this and back to school periods are the 

times when donations and volunteers are most needed. 

Website 
https://www.facebook.com/macroomfriends/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
All events and opportunities are posted on the Facebook page: this includes calls for volunteers as 

well as donations that are urgently needed.  



23. Glucksman Gallery 

  

 

Bio 
A gallery on the University College Cork Campus that holds countless free workshops for families and 

children and a programme especially set up to allow children and adolescents from Direct Provision 

and migrants to create their own artwork: The Creative Agency Project. The following information 

relates specifically to that programme but other event details can be found online. 

Services/Events/Activities 
The programme enables young asylum seekers to work with artists and curators over an extended 

series of workshops, continues to offer a positive and creative experience to a marginalized 

community and provides the resources and expertise that will allow the group to develop artworks 

for public display. 

Primarily Work With… 
Children and adolescents in Direct Provision in Cork County 

Phone 
+ 353 21 4901844 

Email 
info@glucksman.org 

Address 
The Glucksman, University College Cork, T12 V1WH 

Other Information 
Entry to the Glucksman and the majority of events are completely free. 

Website 
http://www.glucksman.org/ 

24. Wallaroo Playschool Child and Family Project 

  

 

tel:+353214901844


Bio 
Wallaroo Playschool and after-school service is in St Luke’s, on the north side of Cork City.  

Established in 1985, it is a non-profit making and community-oriented organisation delivering the 

full-range of childcare services. We support children in families in 2 Direct Provision Centres for 

Asylum Seeker through preschool, afterschool and holiday programmes. We work with Humanistic 

Education and Anti-Bias Approaches which aims to empower people. We support parents in day to 

day issues with children and links to services. We collaborate with other support 

groups/organisations to improve and enhance the situation for residents in Direct Provision. 

Services/Events/Activities 

Wallaroo run the crèches in both Kinsale Road, Glounthaune and Ashbourne House Direct Provision 

Centres, they also run the summer programs in those centres. 

Primarily Work With… 
Children and their families in both Kinsale Road, Ashbourne House and Glounthaune Direct Provision 

Centres. 

Phone 
(021) 450 4514 

Email 
wallarooplayschool@gmail.com 

Address 
10 Sunmount, Military Hill, St Luke’s, Cork, Ireland 

Other Information 
Wallaroo Playschool has been awarded the Lord Mayor’s Community Award and the NCNA Centre of 

Excellence Award. 

Website 
https://wallarooplayschoolcork.com/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
The project accepts volunteers and is particularly interested in people who have a background in 

childcare or related fields of study. 

25. Think Speak Do 

  

 

Bio 
Think Speak Do facilitates group discussions and collaborates with local organisations in community 

events. We're presently involved in facilitating groups at the monthly Conversation Cafe in City 

Library & are involved with organising The Diversity Career, Job & Education Fair on 19th Feb 2020 in 

Cork City Hall.  



Services/Events/Activities 
Past events have included Engaging Migrants in Politics and a Workshop on the Irish Political System. 

Regular events include Intercultural Forums, the Many Tongues of Cork Event and Conversation Café 

in Cork City Library. Think Speak Do are involved with organising The Diversity Career, Job & 

Education Fair on 19th Feb 2020 in Cork City Hall.  

Primarily Work With… 
All our projects are for everybody in Cork City. The job fair is especially for migrant communities.  

Email 
thinkspeakdo.cork@gmail.com 

Address 
Cork City 

Other Information 
Past venues have included St. Peter's, Cork Migrant Centre and the Kino. 

Website 
https://thinkspeakdocork.wixsite.com/think-speak-do 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Contact the organisation if you would like to collaborate, provide a venue or otherwise support their 

events. This can be done through the email provided or directly through their website. 

 

26. AkiDwA 

  

 

Bio 
Akina Dada wa Africa-AkiDwA (Swahili for sisterhood) is a national network of migrant women living 

in Ireland. AkiDwA consults with migrant women and other key stakeholders, identifies 

discriminatory practices and develops evidence-based and representative solutions that address key 

issues like health, sexual and gender-based violence, and discrimination. The NGO also provides 

psychosocial support and training programmes. The NGO also provides psychosocial support and 

training programmes. 



Services/Events/Activities 
The organisation is active at all levels from community to informing policy. Activities range from 

IDEAL leadership training, FGM conferences, the publishing of reports on the state of migrant 

womens' mental health and resilience, and advocacy on a national level. 

Primarily Work With… 
Migrant women all over Ireland 

Phone 
+353 (0)1 8349851 

Email 
info@akidwa.ie 

Address 
Currently no Cork Address 

Other Information 
After more than a decade of campaigning by AkiDwA in Ireland, the Criminal Justice Act 2012 

(Female Genital Mutilation) was signed into law by President Michael D. Higgins on 2nd April, 

making FGM illegal. 

Website 
https://akidwa.ie/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
AkiDwA (at time of print) is currently searching for a Health Ambassador to speak out against FGM. 

Alternatively, a paid position as Part-Time Office Administrator is available. Donations are also 

welcome and information about these opportunities are available on the Get Involved section of the 

website listed here. If you feel an aspect of life as a migrant woman or girl is neglected feel free to 

raise the issue through the channels provided here. 

 

27. Cork Equal and Sustainable Communities Alliance (CESCA) 

  

 

tel:+35318349851
mailto:info@akidwa.ie


Bio 
Cork Equal and Sustainable Communities Alliance (CESCA) represents the coming together of 

seventeen diverse community and voluntary organisations, with the support of the HSE Social 

Inclusion Services Cork, to create a new way of working to address issues of inequality, disadvantage 

and social exclusion in Cork city. 

Services/Events/Activities 
By formalising how they work together, CESCA facilitates the pooling of resources and expertise and 

helps achieve cost savings by maximising existing resources and addressing gaps in services. This new and 

innovative way of doing business harnesses and protects the vast experience and excellent work of these 

front-line organisations that are at the heart of social inclusion services in Cork city. 

Primarily Work With… 
Community and voluntary organisations working to address inequality, disadvantage and social 

inclusion in Cork City. 

Phone 
021 455 7566 

Email 
tehmina.cesca@gmail.com 

Address 
NASC, Ferry Lane, Cork, Cork 

Other Information 
CESCA also does extensive lobbying to defend the rights of the vulnerable groups it works with. 

Website 
Currently under construction: www.cesca.ie  

On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CESCA-537619589671348/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
To become part of the Alliance contact Tehmina to see if your organisation would benefit from being 

part of the Alliance. All events are published don the Facebook page. 

 

http://www.cesca.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CESCA-537619589671348/


28. International Community Dynamics 

  

 

Bio 
International Community Dynamics is a grassroots organisation that supports refugees and asylum 

seekers in Cork and beyond. We aim to empower refugees and asylum seekers by using their own 

strengths to build bridges with Irish society.  

Services/Events/Activities 
We started operating in June 2017 and have since started various projects, such as 'Collect Guitars 

for people in Direct Provision', we also collect and donate clothes, books and toys to residents in DP 

centres and have established Citadel, the world music band from Kinsale Road and KRAC-11, the 

Kinsale Road cricket team. 

 

Primarily Work With… 
ICD are mostly active in the Kinsale Road Direct Provision Centre, but also provide services to the 

other Cork Direct Provision Centres as well as Tralee.  

Phone 
087 219 5981 

Email 
intcomdyn@gmail.com 

Other Information 
See the website and Facebook page for previous events and upcoming plans. 

Website 
Website: https://internationalcommunitydynamics.com/ 

https://internationalcommunitydynamics.com/


Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/InternationalCommunityDynamics/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
To get involved contact any member of ICD through any of the contact points listed here. ICD are 

currently working on another big project which will be launched soon, and would be happy to find 

volunteers to develop our website.  

 

29. Clonakilty Friends of Asylum Seekers 

  

 

Bio 
“Clonakilty Friends of Asylum Seekers is a registered charity, governed by a voluntary committee of 

Trustees, and supported by two part-time facilitators and a team of volunteers. Our group has been 

supporting residents of Clonakilty Lodge Direct Provision Centre for many years.” 

Services/Events/Activities 
 Clonakilty Friends of Asylum Seekers have many initiatives including: supporting access to on-line 

learning for adults; basic advocacy for residents; liaising with schools and support agencies as 

needed; award-winning community garden and poly-dome project; homework club; Zumba; 

extracurricular activities for children; intercultural social events; and the development of a local 

network of agencies supporting asylum seekers in West Cork. The organisation also hosts its own 

Direct Provision parties as well as events tied to the Clonakilty Guitar Festival, its community garden, 

apple pressing, children's crafts workshops and music and singing events. 

Primarily Work With… 
Those living in the Clonakilty Lodge Direct Provision Centre 

Address 
Carrig, Ballinascarthy, Clonakilty, Co. Cork 

Other Information 
The Friends of Asylum Seekers work closely with other groups such as the HSE, Department of 

Justice, West Cork Development Partnership the local Lions club, local and national charities and the 

GIY (Grow It Yourself) network. 



Website 
https://www.facebook.com/ClonFOAS/ 

How to Support/Volunteer 
Volunteers are welcome to get involved, especially musicians, people who would like to host 

workshops and those who'd like to work in the community garden. Donations of all kinds are 

appreciated. “Please contact us if you need support or if you would like to join us in extending the 

hand of friendship to those who do.” 

 

30. EVENT: Direct Provision Parties 

  

 

Bio 
These are events aimed at those in direct provision taking place around Christmas. They represent 

the combined effort of many organisations in this list. They consist of entertainment and gifts for the 

younger asylum seekers. 

Services/Events/Activities 
Entertainment comes in the form of games, live music, DJs, food, visits from Santa and any number 

of other events. In the past events have been served by Clowns without Borders or similar 

organisations.  

Primarily Work With… 
Inhabitants of Direct Provision in Cork County 

Phone 
N/A 

Email 
N/A 

Address 
N/A 

Other Information 
Normally there are several Direct Provision Christmas parties in Cork, if you’d like to volunteer it may 

be easier to take part in organising the one closest to you. 



Website 
N/A 

How to Support/Volunteer 
These events are planning intensive and require as much support as possible. This can be done 

through providing or sourcing affordable transport, food and entertainment or organising a 

Christmas Present Drive or another form of fundraising. 

 

31. EVENT: Africa Day 

  

 

Bio 
Cork City Council in association with African communities in Cork and in partnership with the HSE, 

Community Gardaí and NGO’s working in this field come together to organise a number of events to 

celebrate Africa Day every year. Africa day takes place across Ireland, but this entry applies to its 

presence in Cork. 

Services/Events/Activities 
This is an event to celebrate African culture and Cork's African diaspora through film screenings, art 

exhibitions, stalls, concerts, dance and a family fun day. The event is organised by Cork County 

Council but all are welcome to participate. Africa Day normally takes place over three or four days 

and events take place in public spaces such as the Cork City Hall, Fitzgerald's park and UCC campus. 

Primarily Work With… 
All are welcome and there is no entry charge for any of the events in Cork City 

Phone 
014 082000 

Email 
africaday@dfa.ie 

Other Information 
This event is supported by Irish Aid. 

Website 
https://africaday.ie/cork/ 

https://www.corkcity.ie/en/


How to Support/Volunteer 
Community groups, NGOs, individual volunteers, performers and traders are all welcome and may 

register their interest by getting in contact using the email provided or by joining the mailing list to 

stay informed of openings through the Get Involved section of the website listed here. 

 

32. Igbo Union: Cork Chapter 

Services/Events/Activities 
The Union has many regular events including Igbo language and culture classes for Irish born 

children and wives as well as the Yam Festival and other social events such as the Youth Summer 

Beach Jamboree.  It aims to promote multiculturalism and African and Igbo culture.  

Contact 
Email: igbounioncorkchapter1@gmail.com 

Website: http://igbounioncorkireland.org/ 

 

33. Together-Razem Centre 

Services/Events/Activities 
The Centre supports the Polish and East-Central European community by providing counselling 

services, English language courses and Polish language courses for Polish children in Cobh, Cork and 

Ballincollig as well as information and translation services, legal clinics and social events. other 

events include: Family Mediation, Tea & Coffee Seniors Group, Drama Group, Workshops for 

Women, educating adults on their rights and language skills, Mother and Toddler Playgroup, Polish 

language course, active citizenship, Flying Seniors, PolskeEire Festival, Meet your neighbour, 

National Spring Clean, St Patrick’s Parade, Family picnics 

Contact 
Email: info@together-razem.org 

Website:  https://together-razem.org/pl/ 

Phone: 021 4395588 

 

34. MyCork Polish Association 

Services/Events/Activities 
MyCork Polish Association is an active non-profit Polish community organization in Ireland, covering 

the city and county of Cork. Their goals are integration of the Polish community, promotion of Polish 

culture and provision of legal, regulatory and everyday information to the Polish community in Cork. 

The online forum allows for discussion and up-to-date information about cultural events and 

advisory services. 

Contact 
Email: info@mycork.org 

http://igbounioncorkireland.org/


Website: http://mycork.org/ 

Phone: 089 2025488 

 

35. Cork Islamic Information Centre (Cork Dawah Centre) 

Services/Events/Activities 
The Cork Dawah Centre (CDC) is an Irish registered non-profit organisation to invite Muslims back to 

the true teachings of the Quran and Sunnah and to educate non-Muslims about the true teachings of 

Islam, finally to engage and contribute to the community. 

Contact 
Email: corkdawahcentre@gmail.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CorkDawahCentre/ 

Phone: 021 4217003 

 

36. Cork Pravasi Malayalee Association (CPMA) 

Services/Events/Activities 
a community made up of Cork-based Malaysian families, the association organises and hosts events 

for all the family and acts as a network for Malaysians in Cork. 

Contact 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Cork-Pravasi-Malayali-Association-CPMA-623638821455008/ 

 

37. Irish Polish Association 

Services/Events/Activities 
The Irish Polish Society is the first Polish organisation in Ireland with full EUWP membership 

(Europejska Unia Wspólnot Polonijnych /Union of Polish Communities in Europe). Events which the 

IPS have organised include lectures, concerts, art exhibitions, literary events, educational 

conferences, family days, debates, poetry readings, films, celebrations of both major Irish and Polish 

national holidays, social gatherings and other cultural/educational/traditional events. 

Contact 
Email:  ips.dublin@gmail.com 

Website: http://irishpolishsociety.ie/ips-cork/ 

Phone: 087 7951446 



 

38. Cork Nepalese Community Ireland (CNCI) 

Services/Events/Activities 
The organisation aims to preserve Nepalese culture within the Cork-based Nepalese community as 

well as introducing Nepalese culture to foreigners and supporting its members if needs be. The 

organisation celebrates Nepalese culture through Hindu New Year, the Hindu Colour festival and 

walking in the St. Patrick's Parade in recent years. 

Contact 
Email: cncireland@hotmail.com 

Website: 

http://www.cncireland.org/?fbclid=IwAR0P_Va_BCoiOCZZILBVS3JZCvnfrgsSHeRotm6YxB42MQg2T6I

mrRsKbDI 

Phone: 086 730 8568 

 

39. Mexican Community in Cork 

Services/Events/Activities 
The MCC is a community-based group whose aim is to support the integration of its members in 

Cork while promoting Mexican culture and traditions in the area. The group have been involved in 

many cultural events in Ireland, including the 2019 St. Patrick's Day Parade in Cork, Cork Jazz 

Festival, NCP's own Multicultural Festival, and several Mexican culture and arts events. 

Contact 
Email: mexicansincork@gmail.com 

Website: http://mexicancommunityincork.ie/index.html 

Phone: 086 605 2294 

 

40. United Filipino-Irish Association Cork (UFINA) 

Services/Events/Activities 
United Filipino-Irish Association in Cork is a non-profit community organisation in Cork promoting 

unity among Filipinos and their families. The network is active and organises social events that 

preserve Filipino culture as well as taking part in the St. Patrick's Day Parade. 

Contact 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/United-Filipino-Irish-Association-Cork-434743350396905/ 

Phone: +353 1 8727842 

 



41. Sudanese Association in Cork (SAC) 

Services/Events/Activities 
The SAC aims to provide social, cultural, development opportunities, services, and support to its 

members, to promote friendship and cooperation, to encourage collaboration and integration 

between members and the local, and to promote the Sudanese culture throughout Ireland. The 

Association takes part in cultural events such as Culture Night in Cork City and Sudan Day. 

Contact 
Email: sudancork@gmail.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Sudanese-Association-in-Cork-SAC-Ireland-

422311124483180/ 

 

42. Anahuac Mexican Dance Ireland (AMDIE) 

Services/Events/Activities 
AMDIE is an organisation based in Cork that was formed with the purpose of enjoying Hispanic 

traditional dance and music. Our goal is to generate a healthy intercultural environment. To 

integrate our social dance community into Irish society through events, dance classes and 

competitions. 

Contact 
Email: amdiegroup@gmail.com 

Website: https://amdie.org/ 

Phone: 087 388 9650 

 

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/Sudanese-Association-in-Cork-SAC-Ireland-422311124483180/
https://www.facebook.com/Sudanese-Association-in-Cork-SAC-Ireland-422311124483180/

